Flickinger Falcon
October 2019
Flickinger Elementary
Nancy Brunetz, Principal
45400 Vanker, Utica, MI 48317
Flickinger E-mail:flickingerinfo@ucs.misd.net

A Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
Table of Contents

Dates to Remember

Dear Flickinger Families,
Thank you for attending our Open House last month. It was a great opportunity to connect with
families about content and classroom expectations for your child’s grade level. Research shows that parent
involvement in schools positively impacts a student’s academic progress. One way to keep in communication with school is by utilizing PowerSchool Parent Portal. The office has your login information if you are
in need of it. Another way to stay connected to what your child is learning is through classroom communications. Your child’s teacher may share curriculum information in their classroom newsletter or website.
Our staff is dedicated to providing all of our students with the foundation needed to be successful
in their academics and future careers. To ensure your child’s success, our staff works together to identify
research-based strategies for students to learn so they have the tools to reach high levels of academic
achievement.
One strategy we are implementing as a school this year is Text-Dependent Questions. The purpose of this strategy is to promote close and critical reading of narrative and informational text and build a
strong foundation of knowledge. We know that the more students use academic vocabulary the deeper their
comprehension the concepts connected to them becomes. The types of questions we ask students regarding text shape their approach to the information within it. To use this strategy effectively, students will use
evidence from the text to support or prove their answer to a specific question. If a student can answer a
question without reading the text, it is not a text-dependent question.
What to look for in your child’s work?
Look for written assessments that ask your child to draw on concrete examples from the text that serves as
evidence or support for their answer. Wording your child may use in their answer may be “For example”,
“I know this because…”, “The author states…” or “According to the text.”
What can you do?
Ask your child to provide evidence in everyday discussions at home. Review your child’s work with them
so they have the opportunity to share evidence-based answers with you. Lastly, ask your child questions
about the books they are choosing to read at home and have them show you where in the text gave them
evidence for their answers.
Parent involvement and support are an important part of guiding students to high levels of achievement.
Your child’s teacher and I are proud to be a part of your child’s team. Feel free to ask us questions or share
your feedback on your child’s progress with Text-Dependent Questions.
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Flickinger’s Goals for Independence
One of our goals is to foster independence and self-reliance in our students. Help your child
organize belongings, school assignments and lunches before school, so they can enter the building
with their classmates feeling a sense of responsibility and accomplishment.
Our wonderful teaching staff is always willing to talk to parents, but lately teachers have been starting class
late because so many parents want “just a minute” of their time. These minutes add up. Unless it is an
emergency, please make an appointment with your child’s teacher.
It is very important to make sure your child is on time everyday. Classes start promptly at 8:25am.
Students need to be ready to learn at this time, not just coming into school. Your help in planning a
morning routine will ensure your child is on time.

Think Safety First
I have some gentle reminders for parents.
First, PLEASE slow down in the school
parking lots and do not double-park because it
blocks the school buses. Also, never leave your
vehicle unattended running. Please remember the
rear parking lot is open. If more parents would use
this lot it would reduce over crowding in the front of
the school.
Second, all children must be walked to and from
the parking by an adult.

Third, dogs are not allowed on school property.
Help keep all children safe and the playground
clean.
Finally, we need to have parents always before
you enter the building must show a drivers
license at the door and in the office, including
arrival and dismissal times.

Attendance Line
When your child will not be in school, please call the
Attendance Line at 586-797-4999 and leave a message
as to why your child is absent. This line is available 24
hours a day. You can also leave homework requests at
this time. It is very helpful when the teachers know first
thing in the morning if they need to prepare homework
for your child.

Picture Retake Day
Friday, October 25th
Forms are available in the office.

Bundle Up!
Parents, please label your child’s hat, gloves,
coats, snow pants, and boots. Also, make
sure your child is dressed for the weather.
The students will be going outside for recess
unless it is 10 degrees or lower (including the
wind chill).

Lunch Prices for 2019 -2020 School Meal

Lunch Prices 2019-2020
Elemetary,Lunch
Junior High, Lunch
High School, Lunch
All Grades, Breakfast

$2.75
$ 2.90
$ 2.95
$1.75

Here are some things that parents can do to keep their children healthy and in school learning:
Teach him/her good personal hygiene habits: Proper tooth brushing at least twice daily; daily bath or shower and
clean clothes; hand washing following the use of the toilet and before eating; and instruction in proper use of tissues when
coughing and sneezing.

Stay home from school when they are sick: If your child becomes ill with a fever, rash, upset stomach, red or sore
throat, runny nose, muscle aches, diarrhea, frequent coughing or sneezing or earache they should remain home until they
are well. They should not return to school until 24 hours AFTER the fever has subsided. In addition, they should not return
to school until they are symptom free. If you are not sure, consult your child’s physician regarding treatment and when he/
she should return to school.

Healthy Party Snacks
When a snack is part of the party, think
healthy. Low fat and low sugar snacks
help students get through the day without
losing focus or feeling tired when the sugar burns
off. Here are a few ideas.
• Fruit Smoothies: 1/2 cup fruit, 1 cup yogurt, 1/2
cup juice or milk, 4 ice cubes. Blend together
and serve.
• Freshly popped popcorn. Use an air popper for a
change.
• Low-fat pudding cups.
• Fruit slices with dip.
• Fruit Kabobs: use different kinds of
fruit or let the kids make their own.

Happy Halloween
Halloween is approaching soon.
Children have already begun to discuss
and plan their costumes. Again this year
at Flickinger, we are stressing positive
role models: cartoon characters, fairy
tale figures, historical figures, and book
characters. Non-violent resolution of conflict is
something that the Flickinger staff is always working toward. Students may not wear full-face masks
or fake blood. No costumes depicting predators or
victims of violence.
We have been so successful with our move to healthy
Halloween foods in the past few years and we plan to
continue the non-sugar treat tradition for 2019.
October 31th is a 1/2 day for elementary students
and dismissal is at 11:29 am.

Healthy Party Ideas
Holiday celebrations and classroom
parties are a frequent activity in elementary schools. Cupcakes, juice,
pizza, donuts, and ice cream don’t
have to be the main menu items at
these parties. Below are some ideas for making
those celebrations fun, active, and healthier.
• Donate a classroom gift. Wrap a game or a
book that can be donated to the classroom
for indoor recess or free time. Don’t tell your
child what it is so that it is a surprise to them
too!
• Gift bags with school supplies!
The gift that keeps on giving
every time they use that
pencil or eraser.
• Bring in a craft for the
students to do together, arrange a game, or
extra recess.
• Be a guest reader for your child’s birthday

We recommend NO homemade
or bakery made goods.
Baked goods (i.e. cookies,
cakes, brownies, etc.), ice
cream, chocolate and candy are
all food items that could unknowingly contain traces of peanuts/nuts.
Please remember that all treats SHOULD be
store bought, unopened, and include an
ingredient label on the package.
Thank you in advance for your efforts to provide
treats that can be safely enjoyed by everyone.

HOW TO READ A LABEL
Note: PLEASE check labels regularly; product ingredients change often and without notice. When checking for
allergens, look for a warning/alert on the packaging first. Labeling laws have made it easier and many times a
product will have an allergen warning/alert on it.
Avoid products with the following or similar allergy and ingredient alerts:
“Contains peanut/tree nut ingredients”, “May contain peanuts/tree nuts”, “Processed on equipment where peanuts
or tree nuts may be present”, or “Made or packaged in the same facility as peanuts/tree nuts”.
If there is no allergy alert on the packaging, make sure to check the ingredient list for allergens. Verify that the product does
not contain any of the following or similar ingredients: Peanuts, peanut oil, peanut butter, peanut flour and/or tree nuts
(almonds, cashews, macadamia, pecans, walnuts, etc.). Please do not send products into the classroom with these warnings or ingredients.

Mrs. Burney’s class
Constitution Day 2019

Ms. Locricchio and Mr. Osmond
Book Buddies

Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Bowyer
Book buddies

JUST A REMINDER
Please bring your picture identification
when entering the building. The office
will be asking for your ID at the door.
Look for the security camera and hold
up your ID. If you do not have ID you
will not be able to come into the
building . This is District policy.
Thank you

2019-2020 Flickinger School Improvement
OUR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN IS A ROAD MAP WE USE TO IMPROVE THE LEVEL OF STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT IN OUR BUILDING. IT IS DEVELOPED BY GATHERING INFORMATION FROM PARENTS,
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS TO ESTABLISH GOALS AND STRATEGIES THAT MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR
SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

GOALS AND STRATEGIES
GOAL 1: All students at Flickinger Elementary will become proficient in English Language Arts.
Strategies: Text-Dependent Questions, Sentence Stems/Frames, Setting Objectives &
Providing Feedback and Non-linguistic Representations
GOAL 2: All students at Flickinger Elementary will become proficient in Mathematics.
Strategies: Interactive Math Notebooks and Worked Examples
GOAL 3: All students at Flickinger Elementary will become proficient in Science.
Strategies: Text-Dependent Questions, Sentence Stems/Frames
GOAL 4: All students at Flickinger Elementary will become proficient in Social Studies.
Strategies: Text-Dependent Questions, Sentence Stems/Frames

Flu Season is here!
Tips to stay healthy this flu season:
• Avoid contact with sick people
• Stay home when you are sick
• Cover your mouth and nose
• Wash your hands
• Avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth
Get vaccinated

The CDC recommends
vaccinations for everyone
6 months and older.
Check out the following
link: http://www.cdc.gov/
flu/pdf/freeresources/
updated/
fluguideforparents.pdf

News from the Nurse
Hand washing is the best preventer for avoiding
the flu and other contagious illnesses.

Safe Halloween Tips from the School Nurse
Use Flashlights and reflective tape
Walk in groups
Stay on the sidewalks and look before crossing the street
Examine all treats for tampering, choking hazards and eat factory
wrapped treats only.
Wear flame retardant costumes, use safe accessories, and test
make-up in a small area to see if any reactions.
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Dear Families:
This month we held our Mindset assembly.
Mindset is a simple idea discovered by worldrenowned Stanford University psychologist Carol
Dweck, “in decades of research on achievement
and success—a simple idea that makes all the
difference”.
Mindset explains:
•
•
•
•
•

Why brains and talent don’t bring success
How they can stand in the way of it
Why praising brains and talent doesn’t
foster self-esteem and accomplishment,
but jeopardizes them
How teaching a simple idea about the
brain raises grades and productivity
What all great CEOs, parents, teachers
and athletes know

The students watched the following videos:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ElVUqv0v1EE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAxj3x91
qG4
After the assembly, the students returned to their
classrooms to reflect on “things they can already
do, and things they can’t do YET”. Throughout
the year, we will be encouraging students to set a
“game plan”, and work towards reaching their
goals. You can support our Flickinger Mindset
by asking your child “What’s your game plan,
and how will you achieve it? “
Thank you for your support!
Flickinger Staff

A National Blue Ribbon
School/Utica Community Schools
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MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

Count Day

3

Cub Scouts
6:30-7:30

UHS Marching Band
9:15am
6th grade Band Rental
Night 5-7pm

Daisy meeting
6:15-8:00
7

8

THURSDAY

9

10

Juniors Girl Scouts
6:30-8pm

14

15

22

23

4

11

Brownie meeting
330-530

17

Cub Scouts
6:30-7:30
Girl Scouts Cadettes
630-8

Bus Evacuation
Practice 9am

21

16

FRIDAY

18
STUDENT FUN RUN

24

25
Picture Retake

Brownies 3:30-5:30

28

Fall Festival
Trunk or Treat
6-8pm

29

30
6th grade assembly
10:15am

Parent Group Meeting
6:30pm Media Center

31
1/2 day of school
Dismissal 11:29AM

